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AYA 1k Delpy 1947 


RESCT Cperational Avpert Lessonm Learned 
Tl Significeart Wweantpational and Unit st iet* les 


1, tntretoction: 


Tria Qeational Reanrt Leasons Learned covers the pertad 1 Ffatvuary te 
WO apes) 1967. The Peteade Aas continued te cominc? apepe? lens to Torete and deo 
arog the Vet Tone and forth Vietnamese trued Forces, euppip lines ef caumnica ton 
and inetallations. O-~srations were continued within. the Sri: cde bare TOR (Tactin 
cal area of Reowmsihility!. The Brigade has also contiged .o carry out ‘he vitel 
ehase of Civic action and Cteil affairs in the Revointionsry Develoment overran. 
wich haa cont ettuted ta the qverall counterinsursency effert in VITTES. 


AS G@uring the last reeanrt ing ~wriod, to beet accomplish ite alovion, the 
Origede ataln comtieted four (4) battalion size op lareer qverwions tn addition | 
to ite Civic action and Civil Affairs croera. Cperations comtuetad gurine thie 
period were (reration PIG SPRING, JUNCTICW CITY ALTEPWATS, Phase I (Parachute Ate 
eoult), JUNCTION CITY IZ and Operation WARE. Bach of thee omerations were charete 
tericed ty an aggressive aseault on enemy arene and in‘every operation, the Rrisete 
Aistinguitshed itself caspleting every aiscion in a cigcrene and attreely ~wefeeo 
sional sanrer, Derine this veriod. the Prigate tecane the holder ef still aacther 
first in VIRTNM with the first parachute aseaclt ia the Republic and the firet 
@ach operation in fleen yeare, as the suearhead of the larenst eround lag 
of the war to date. 


2. Wganisat ion: 


The internal strecture of the Prigade hee remained eoswntially the eane 
durim the resorting veriod, with the ex: eution of the attechaent of cae new enit, 
The ebth Public Information Detacheent was .reanteed on 9 December 196, After trate 
ning for crereeae deplovennt, the unit, was assisned te CSAR¥, ealling fran San 
Pranciece on 2 March 1967, Unem arrival in VISTHAT, the detecheent was further 
aselaned to the 1734 Airborne Brig we (Separete) by. denerel Créer Masber 1349, 70 
USARV, dated 26 March 1967. 


The detachment with ¢ TO & EB etreneth of tuo officers end three enlisted 
won hes the eiselon ef aurmenting the information section in ecomends having one, 
@ constituting the information section of camands lacking ene, 

Since attachment to the 173d Airborms Prigeds, the sth Public ‘praratian 
Detectment hee aided the Prigade Information Office in maneeeus wave. Re, pervennei 
have aade veetible axvanded field coverage of frizede eabat activities, acre axten= 


sive lisicen with the accredited civilian prese cerup end a ereater netential for 
handling internal information wadlications, 


3. Yateliigence: 

a. The enany'e ardor of battle in the TAR han net chanted sinve the lest 
two Opevational Reperte Lessens Learned, The follewinr enites have contimed te 
conduct svcretic hareesing and anal) unit tectics in and ercund the Briaade’e TAOR 
against ARVN and US Ferces: 

(1) 270th Onerritla Pletosn 
(2) 260th Leeal Pietesn 


(3) rene ot acereeene omen seems, eee res ee ee 
Deng Sad Rettalion wed the 34 Brttelion, 165th °A° Reginent. 
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b, The ecrested ioestion remains te swe sine "he last rearrting wrisd, 


¢. The eur situation tefore and 4rinw eac™ operation comvineted be the 
Setaade turing this resorting neriod le ae folic 


(1) ‘Qperat ton 81 SPRIME (. . 16 Fetreary i157} 


fa) Yreey Situation Pefore Operation: Prior tn the compencauent 
ef the onaration, agent reverts indicated ‘re areeitility of tne 2714 Wo "es iaent 
bein located in our aren of ereration. The foiccawving unite ceerated in tne a: 
3” @) Rear Service Mmit, CLL, Cl0s, anf cile Security Campanies of GP 41, the “HOY 
taral Force (LF) Rattaitan, C302 and CIN LF Pistoonm which are eubsrdinate to MOXE 
THAN Province and have alvart owrated in ares. The eneuy was atirimuted with 
the ee copatilities: 


1. ‘Init tating barrassing attacks within the 0, 


.2, Reinforcing guerrilla els aerte with Local Force wnite of 
the D800 Mata Forre Retialion, the 36 Pettalton, 165th “A° Mata Force Resigent and 
the PRU LOZ LP Battalion. 


2- lagen Hance Sota NS bate: 


(b) During Operation BIC SPRING, the Brigade elements end elon 

wents of ‘the let Artaade, Hh Infantry Division maimained daily contact with the 
enany to includes contact during the TT Holiday period, Centects during the "SP 
period were alwaye YC iattiated, ‘The eporedic contact wae usually initiated by | 
friendly ferces and tereited wit VC withdreml, The lereset cattact wee with as 
estinates YC Company with C/2/503¢ Infantry on 1 Fetreary 1967, Mumerove VC base 
emus were found which included fortifications, weapons, foodstuff ané doewsente. 
The ceive ranged fram Platoun te Recinental. The erjority of the documents captured’ 
found were from the 24 and 34 Betts Licta of the 2734 VC Meetgemt. Also castured 
were files of the TAN UYEN District HQ, administrative Steff Section (Political 
Section) which include the yearly reworte fram 1966, the Political Struragle Camie 
ttee, Current Affaire Committee. Mamate Asscciation and the finance end econcnics 
camittee, 


(e) Terrain: The area cf operation wee lecated on @ larland plata 
which slowed cently upward to the east. The highest point of elevation within the 
area wes an $7 unter Nill loceted ot ff 156407. The SOMD DOM NAT and the SOW? 
Rivere forued the major drainage pettera in the area. Theee rivers created ua or 
obetecles for fost aevewent. ‘The primery fore of verctation within the areq wan 
dense forect, baubee thickets, cultivated fields and arese lends. Netensive rise 
fielde terdered the banas of the lover SOW; DONG WAI. There vere larce ewe arene 
interspersed throurhout the area .f vorraticn which vrovided excellent L7'e, Intere 
provineial NIGWAT 16 and Commereia} foad 114 crovided routes of ercunl entrance 
imte the area, There wre copelated arese alons the laree rivers, tut the center 
area ves net inhabited. The wneny used the conse veretation to eonceal his Snivtbtes 
from earial and ground o*servation,  eccasion, the YC euecesefully breke con 
Lect with US Porcee due to the dence vezaticn. 


(4) The following chart re,resente the enmy’s order of battle 


trina Oueration BIC SPRING. 
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(2) Qperetion wncrrew erry ty : 
= (a) See Combet Operations After Action Resort, perarresh Ll, page 
(bv) Créer 0% Battie ~ Operation JUNCTION CITY I 
cere af 210990 & Feb 67 All We Oak 
Sed Vaite 
05,7, 4 
Ha Div 
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(4) Spersticn WwiRk 


(a) Enemy Situation Prior te the Tpepation: Price ta the tee 
gieming of the operstion, the following enemy unite were teileved to be in the 
area of overation: CIC LF Platoon, CIT LF Conany, C32 LF Caneary, “he lal 
HVA Roeiment and the MOC VC Rattelian were believed to be located in seuttern 
WAR Z°WE "0", The enemy had the camability tot 


1, attack with a fored up to rewinental sive and te 
harrese e@toloyine loral forces ana averrillas. ' » 


2, Te defend with shove ‘nent toned foreee 


3. To reinforce *10 attack with elements of the 0800 
Battalion and possitiy elements of the 2734 VC Reeinent. 
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cp enamine ances tle cn warren eee. 


det NPLATE NRARPRN 2A NE PY RARE ch NOIRE AT AS ALE ET EE, 


wwirs Care tes Fle 


TTPO: Aperetional Rennrt Lessons feared 


: 4. To withdree fram cortact op seid contact et **e o'me and 
place of Sie co weing. | 


ih? Bremy Situation During the Oneration: PFreem 18 «7 tartl 
L247, the Mrigade matrtained sporadic camtact with the enewy, “hese cor’ atte ware 
ere, ly pasting erzazamente with aali rea of Yo Sarraseing friandie trons, 
aporsmiaatele oo€ af ene contacts were frie=dip initiated, although ne larre 
enermants occurred, eany base came were frunr', 


fe’ Sarrain: The ermg of oceration wae 20 the eat of t%— OQ 
Grid Tine and weet of the SONG PR STVER within the trefarteg of FTI THY Sewing 
Larsted ta WAT CONE Ts) The area fe a lomwlawi siain thet slowwe gentle comer! oo 
the east, “Se WI” MW NAT and SOM) FE ORFET POW! the wator drairase sateen 

te the area, ther wtreams are interlaced ‘etwmen these aa lor water were, a 
orimary form of veeatation in the a°% is denge f-rest, “econdary forms of vermtat ion 
consist of hamtco 'hictete, cultivated fields art erase larvis, F.‘eneive rice fie 4a 
border the banks cf the lower SOW TOW Nal, Intererew'netal AIORWAY 346 ant “aueere 
efal Road 214 orovide the routes of rround entrance inte *he area, 


@, Throushcut this cuarter, operations have estetant lated the fact thst 
the VO still waintain ‘he ability to enrere étV and ['% Forres when he helleves “he 
odds are favorable and +e will continue to ‘arrase in anv evert. 

f. VO Losses for the veriod 1 February to 30 April ere es followe: 

. Poreornnel 


RIACCRC) Rca ha tee siicws toaster ene rslemerere ae bOe 


RIAU (pawn) Sores oiorc one clsluomeie fo stele cael once 9h 


RPA (Killed ty Alp)... wee reece vce eo 
Ralliere see ¥ bisieieie sie isle «tis see es 0 

t : PIG SPRING . 
Weapons 


Cricam Carbines 2... ee ee ee cess cee es 
Ce 
Aheh7S ow cere ese reese ereseves 
SES Ree ee ere seers evrcvseves 
Woosin Magent Rifles 2... 2 cer cceesoe 
Sprimafield Rifle... cee reeves ecvcceve 
US Carbine® 2.2 co cece recesses vee 
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MW) SubMachinegun occ eee eee ee ee eee 
Caech 7.9mm 19. ww ewe tee tee te wr ee eee 
US M79 Grenade Launcher . 666 te ew ee 
thotqun (homomade) oo ee eee eee 
«Wi Caliber Pistcl® 2.0 ee we ce eee eee 
amma ition: 

ee ee ee ee ee ee 
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WA Renda: ess vere csi ce shots ie veneroxenekereceren 150 
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SmlG ei. 6) cele ots 06) efeneie cove eveter es 395 108 
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Perm Troster whtrlr 2... cece cece reese 

2 V2eton Treeke . ww eo cer rer eer rene 

US S/beton Truck w/wmeh ow we eee ee eee 

Strioved Velkewemon 2022 ee eee ccevres 

‘Baelion Landrover oo cc ee eee eee ece 

S/ietom International Trek... 00000508 

' Seupane Nias Cauen ot eRENE ew alerwievaeienes 
waren ES 1047 f% eleetrie wire, 6-3 volt betteries, 3 flaeh= t ( 


wow ew eee 


lights 00, one of cascline, &§ suerte ofl, 2 eallens crease, 170 
cane weresine, 4 tyneuritere, 550 reese of veper, 4 eachettes, 3 tobanee, 

A medical books, 1 berber kit, 50 ceunde of andicel supplice, 4 7,62 Ame hanes, 

1 wrist watch, 1 » 1 US flient holast, 15 flere, 3 VC wallete, cure 


gical eauisnsat (asserted), 1 etethescepe, 6 inner tutes, 3 drive shafte, piston 

riage, 1 battery tector, 1 German tire, 5 = SS<gallen Grums, 1 = 90 gallen Geum, 

1 tire, 3 wheel rime, 1 750 wound bemd canting, 2 Chleen mavesines, 1 .50 caliber | 

wcchiangm trised, 12 Alek? manesines, 30 Wald aagasines, = ‘ 
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IV 1 daly 1967 
REP Operational Revort Les-one Learned 


Prutgaant/Tuppiiog = Operation UWTTION CITY I: Swe attached Cambet 
Cperation After Action Report (Tab Al, paragranh 1A, page 35. 


Pry tpment/“uppliee - Cpepation JNTTION CITY IT: See attached Cambet 


Operation After Action Niport (Tab A), maragreph 18, vere. %he 
Reqyiment/uoplies - Operation WwARrk 
" Menpone | 
Le ee eee Ne 1 
mamunition Mines ete . 
AC Rive@ Fo: ho oe olreicaetey a prisive sca erie’ osc! oven NS 
Glin AMM oi eve gs. ores tho esta a ees pate 


CS Opehiaee: oe ioiss- ove eliecie (coco busi isl ous: evertene 


~~ ~ ww 


Prag Grenade ever ereverer ere eevee veer @ 


" Inetablations 
PUNO TS co's cee eke tee ee sicel en euiee erere o.erer 19 


Wate ooo eile lots ton em etveizs todo sits heres is toner et of tka: 


Other: & enell casings, 1 ejection seat, 1 parachute, 5 tons of rice, 
50° came wire, 3 canteens, 15 documenta, & notebooks, 9 viale medicine, 2 shirte, 


b. Sombat_Cperet ine 


Geeral: The Brigade eontined to conduet combat and Revelutionary Dere- 
lement (Civ aire and Civie Action) operations desianed to locate and destroy 
Viet Cone Forces, logistical installations and to per. rot hie held on the 
Vietnamese poeple. 


Yetrusry . ’ 
During the month of Pebreary, the Prigede contimed te conduct noreal seo . 


curity operations in and arcend the BIT WOA free, terwineted ane cveration and inte 
tiated one everation during the sonth, 


The Prizede initfated Operation BIG SPRING an 1 February 1967, conducting 
offensive eseretions in the western eortion of WAR ZONE "D* with the let Neizede, 
xh Infantry Divieion OPCCH te the Brigade, Price te the operation, arent reporte : ’ 
indicated the ponsibility ef the 2734 TC Reciment being loested in the eres. During 
the everation, the 1734 Airborne Brigade (Senarate) and the let Brizade, Mh Infantry 
Division wainmtained daily contact with the enemy te inelade contact during the TET 
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AVHRSC : 1 Jnly 1947 
SUBJECT: Operational Aerort Leagone Learned 


‘Holiday, which were all VC initiated, Contect wae usually initiated tw frientiv 


forees and terminated by UC withdrawal. ‘kmerens YC base cance wre found which 
ineluded fortifications, foodstuffe, weasons ani decuments, (neration FID SPRING 
terminated at 1570 hours on 16 Fetreary with ieee elements cloning back inte 
IEW Weir 


The Prigade had already tecun planaing for a verechete, and on 1” Pebruary, 
&@ deceptive plan was published. 1° February, the Prigede unter the OFM of the 
lst Infantry Division, deploved the 1/*Md Infartry, &/$03d Infantry and the 3/319P 
Matiilery (<) ty [130 aircraft from RIFW HOA airbase to WUAN LOL in preperation for 
Operation JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE. In addition, on 20 February, E/7th Cavalry, d/ 
léth Armor (=), the. 173d Eneineer Company (-), Brigade MIC (-), and elenents of the 
1734 Support Rattalion were deployed ty read convoy te the staging erea xt WAN “OI. 
Oa 22 February at 0900 hours, the 2d Pattalion, S0}¢ Infentry, Alpha Asttery 3/319th 
Artillery and selected porscemel.of the Brizade FHC (~) paracheted inte Drep Zone 
“CHARLIN* (XT 339979). Appracinately 740 trospere were drorced caspleting the 
initial assault at 0910 houre, A heavy drop followed at 0927 heures and the CDS 
drop at 09730 houwre. ‘Thie marked the fire He correte jap in 15 yeere and the 
first in the Remblic of VIETHM. The purpose of the parachute weanlt vas to 
top eS mi ea ey cama ae @ the everetianel area in the shortest 
period of time. ‘Tne 1/*O3d Infantry end 4/$034 Infantry contucted heliborne asdenlts 
south and north of the C2 at 1010 hours and 1420 hours on this day vesuectively. 
Cveration JUWCTICW CITY (LTERNATE was aimed et the COS’W w (Contral Office of South 


Vietnam) and the 9th HVA Division in WAR ZONE "**, The oneration continued inte the 


wouth of Nareh, Oserations during the aonth wre euvsported by 285 TAC Sortics ent 
51 FAC Sortice drooping a total of 333.87 tons of ordnance. Artillery supported 

the brigade firing a ¢7tal ef #04 missions, ervending 19,288 rounds. The Prigede 
aviation Viscose: cane Platece) supported all enerations with the folloving sore 


tiee: 
Miseica Sortie, 
Maw CO oe ete Oe eas 
Camand & Control . ec c ce ecceeceren 1,253 
a a a a aa a ee a a a ee re © J 
Recommaiasense 6. se ce ce cece eee coe o kh 
artillery Ai jectaemt .. cc cece cece evee 10 
Wiscellaneese in een TN Co 
eoeeec ror eceese b 


Operations during the month of Petrwary resulted in the fellewing VC end friently 
VC end friendly lessees: 


TC _leoeve | 3 Lesese 
ma (80) $0. i> i 
KIA (poss) 75, WEA _203_ 
vee Se Ben-Battle Dead =) 
ws _2 ' RenBattle Injured 8 
Malliere = 0 NIA 0. 
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AVPF OSE 1 Asly 1947 
ARTCT. Crerat imal Neport, Lessons Learned : : 


Merch 


Noring the month of March 1947, the Prigade cont imred te comiuet normal 
security cpsratione, terminated dne Cperation (J7MCTICN CITY I) and initiated 
particination in One. ation JUNCTION CITY Il .at the vicinity of MINH THAMH, 


The Prigade continued narticipation in Oneration SWIM CITY aL oreMace 
in TAY KIWH Prowince. ts. J Merch, the Brigade C° (-} dienlaced frae the vicinity 
of KAT and moved south to SU7l DA, On & March 1947, the Prigede inittatad remeao 
rous alrmobi‘e and around sseaults seutheast of TATMH, Mt this time, Trace *", 
Irth Cavalry wae unter the Onerational Certrol of the 34 Privade, iat [rfantre 
Division. Throushout the operation, the P-isade saintained dailv comtact wit* the 
enmar, inflicting aireatle loeses in wersomel and supwites/instal lations on the 
Viet Cong. A ‘otal of 266 wills were inflicted ty the saratroouers in addition 
to canturine over 34 weasons. Om 15 March, the 173d returned to BIFA HOA Rase 
Camo and immrdiateiy upon return, asecmed resnorsibility of the Tactical Area of 
Resrensibilaty. Mm <0 March, tne Prieade, under the (werational ‘ontrol of the 
let Division, s:amenced deplovaent to MINH THANH for particinatic. in Oneration 
JSURCTION CITY If, eweia in WAR ZONE °C" by Co130 aireraft and road convoy, Throurhe 
cut the month cf March, infantry elements elewents of the Prizeda continued to con 
duct heiiberne acomite, eearch and destroy wissions and night abushes, neeting 
with Light eneny contact, This operation contimed irto the month of April, Due 
ring March. 359 TAD sorties and 69 FAC sorties were flow in sunport of the Prisade 
Growing a total of 417.5 tone of ordnance, Supeorting artillery (3/31%h értillery), 
fired 1.651 aisstons exvending a total of 55,554 rounds, The Prigede aviation 
Platoon contimed to provide suoport om all overatione, a statiotical revort of 
their activities follawe: 


Wiesion Sorties 
Rewupply . + 2 ee eer coe sneer reereees 15 
Command and Comtrol. . 20 oe tee we ew oo wo Te 
Medevee oie oe fe-tonel oo evisnen siser ee celrenie) over enene 
Pecommaiesance 2.6 ed ce tre er er er eee 63 
Artillery Adfustment . 2.0.2 cee cevceverce & 
Miscellanemus .. 2 wee ere tec er ceo ee oar 
TOTAL: Tinie revel stele revielecess: efehere 


Maintenance & Training... 0-2 ccc eveee 


Total Passengers Transcorted o 1,249 
Total Cargo (tone) Slellelelsiiene ioleleceetene re kkeO 
Total Houre Flom i 1,207 


s 
e 
° 
° 
° 
° 
° 
e 


M ehiobl oa Garing the aonth of March 1967 regelted is the fellaring YC and Priendly 
osees: 


VC Losses | TS Lossee 


RIA (PC) 308 RTA th 

RIn (pose) _ 65. WIA 

vec 5 WA 0 
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AVPRSS 2 daly 1%7 
SURIECT: Onerational Penort Lessons !aarned ‘ 


Ton-Pattle Dead a 


WIS (Detainess) 0. 
Ral.iere 2. FonePattle Infured 9 
Ape | 


The Prieade continued normal secirity operations, tereinated particisa- 
tion in Operation JCTION CITY I, and initiated and terminated Operation MMAR, 


The 173d Airborne Prigade (Seperate) usster the operational control of the 
Ist Infantry Disision continmed marticivation in Operation JUNCTION CITY II, which 
was initiated on 20 March 1967. The Brigade conmucted seerch and destroy operat ione, 
perimeter cefense and read security. During the operation, the 1734 aniatained 
daily contact with tne enemy, inflicting 49 kills tw bedy count and siseable loevwe 
in suvolies and installations. The Prigede terainated Oemretion JUNCTION CITY [I 
om 13 April with o13 eiements closing into BIEN HOA. Uvon thety return, Pricede ry 
elements immediately assumed resnoneibility of the Prigadete TAR. On If aprdl, 
Operation NFWaRK was initiared with the 1/S0%¢ Infantry devleyiar ty heliborne 
eseamult into WAR 70NB “D° west of the SOWs PME RIVER within the beundarice of 
THAMH Province. The Prieade also assumed warticipation in Operation UNIONTONW, 
@ security aission in the LONG BINH Sub-ares, CHAU CHAN Mountain and « ridee site 
between BIEN HOA and SAIGON, Throughout Cyeration IPMARK, Infantry, Infantry 
Eattalione were rotated between Operation NPWARK and Cperation UNICNTOM®, During 
Cyeretion NEWARK. the erizade elements maintained sporadie centect with the enemy, 
These contacts were usualy envarements with small eroune ef VC, Oneration MWART t ( 
wae terminated on 50 April, and served as a valuable training vehicle in crevaring 
few artivals for forthcaming everations. Eneag resistance was light, thue ?t*e sen 
received oracti:el training with « einimal lose in casualties, Overatione during 
the wonth were supported by 205 TAC sorties and 5} FAC sertice, A total of 256 tone 
or ordnance wae droeped, Supporting artillery (3/319th) fired 149 aissione expen 
ding © total of 34,12. rounds of ammmition. The fviation Platoon (Casver Plates) 
supported ell operations, @ statistical summery of their éctivities follows: 

Coabet_Sort ; > ¢ 


+ eseeemr 


eet eee ern 
eo e® © ee Fe @ 
oe & © © @& «6 
e® © @ @ @ 
ee @ eet @e@ 
ee eetete 
eet eeeee 
eoeteeeee 
eet eet ee 
oot eeee 
ee@teoeeee 


Waintenanee A Training... os sce ccc cece ee 
Total Rassencore Treneported . 0.22 e cee ee 995 
Tetal Caree Treneverted (tom)... 6 ; 

Total Meure Flam 4. cc crcevvceceve 


VC and Friendly leceee during the nenth of eril are as fellas: 


i 


eee @ @ 
ee 
ee E 
a ee ne lentes 
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AVT#SC lL aaly 2069 
NUNECT: Onerational Resort Lessons Learned 


¥C losece US {nesee 

ve Rta (PC) $0) Rik 22 

WC €Ta ‘poss ) 1s. Wra 196 

vee eos, wT 0 

ves Oa Hom-Rat*le Injured 4 

Ralliers oo ten=-Batt le Deed ess 
5. Training | 


Om the 26th of February 1967, the 1734 Airborne Prigede Jurmle School wes 
organised by Captain Jeck K. Tarr and SGT Gerald M, Gentry. Instructors were sent 
by different unite within the Brigade for an interview and selected fros their 
experience in combat and instrection abilities. A total of 19 pereermmel porsemel 
were aseigned te the school. The selected anse set cut te build a echoel, verkira 
days pitching tents, building ranves, setting up clase: MN areas, and nighte ste¢ying 
reference materials, eaking iceson plane ané rehearsing elastes. New instructsre 
were still reverting in with only two days tefore the firet clase wae echedvle te 
start. On 6 March 197, the first student bedy resorted te the Prieade junrle echesl, 
They were unaware that they were.the first cless until the last day of instruction. 


‘This was a8 auch @ surerise te the students as it was to the cadre, only. the sure 


rive came to the cadre in the form of the camenta received from the students on 
the eritique sheete they filled out at the end of the evele, On 11 dune 1967, the 
echoes] wae euthorised a new aanning structure which reised the streneth fran 19 te 
2h cadre, With this increase, the sehoel is able te train 250 new revleceuente 
each week and alse with minor chenses, could train an entire firie battalion ia 

9 days, Now inetructing clase mmber 18, the echor] ie still erovidineg the Prizede 
with reelacewents that are not cold, tut have a geod knowledge of what thew will te 
doing and bes te cerfore during their tour with the Prigade, . 


The obsective of the scheel is te erovide all reslecements in erades Bol 
through 0-2 with the best sessible eresarution orice te sarticination in combet 
@verations in VIETHM, Initial prierity is eiver to training reclecemente for the 
infantry battalions. The traintne ie designed te extplesent the training each 
seldier hae received in COWS, Emchesie is on cowen mistakes, lessens learned, 
lamediate reaction, enemy tactics end preseduree wninve te everations in VIP THM. 
The trainint orerras will aonsist ef five and ene half (53) days of combat sudp 
Jeeta taught by lastructere with cenbet ia¥ Mi, A bewakdown of 
the day by day curriculm is a fellan: 


R54 On Kendeg, the echesl ctarte eff with the history and errenisee 
ties ef Airterne Brigades felleved by sirnob' 


wy fle everetions, characteristics 
of the enemy, handling castivese and decwants, resorting ERI, and cecurity, sencace 
wa ® relating te the provlens ef jungle navigetion, techniques 
ef jungle eperetions, Firet Aid and poreenal hygiene (with a dencnstration by a Duste 
otf uedical helicopter on the use of the forest penetrater 
Litter), o clase en cesumniections te inelnde field exvediont seans, fire suport, 
ond a a followed by the novice "The Unique Mar® whieh gives 
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AVPRASC 1 daly 1%? 
SURJECT: Cperational Report Lessons Learned 


We-tnesday: Thie day's training enes te antaeh and courter ambush technlevued, 
eyaed tactics, eharacteristice end defense of operational tase, TT ainee and vooty- 
traps, boobytrap detection, demolitions, Trea Gas, search of TC bess camp, and cennel 
elearing, 


Daring the first tree days of training, to help eclimete the siutente, 
maxima use of time tetween clascee (scheduled at sowment time) is used to dautle 
tise them from ane ares te ancther, , 


Treredey 8 Prigaz:’ On Thareday acraing, after & cleee on sparch and deetroy, 
the students are ta on @ JOchour tactical ommreation in the Peteade TAQ?, Ineor- 
rereted in thie operation are acet of the vhasee of crwration ond tactics that are 
teught during the first three dave of instruction, Scheel catre sceemeany esch 
eleuent ard esintain tieht contrel at 211 timse denending woon the sive of the elase. 
& teetical bese came ie set up and ugualle two ambush patrols are sent ont, each 
eecempaniod by TAC MlO's, The following day, after runmins sverch and clear patrole,, 


the eleneatd nove tactically back te the funele school bese camp in the Prigede area, | 


Saterday training continues in the bese came etartine with Pat 


Saturday: 
fag training, which fe followed by euidlines te good relations, wich incledes 


instruction @ the Vietnamese culture and cove in detall te the other side of this 
war, that sertaining te Civil Affaire and the Chiew Hol (Qnen true) Provram, Next, 
a c‘ase on the malztenence and everation of Chain Sew, which are used am‘te fren 
enently by thie Rrigade ta clear LZta in the peretional Area, Then @ practical 
emereise on airachile everations is conducted, felleved ty ea written test covering 
the week’a instruction, a eritique ef the course ty the studenta, remarke by the 
Camanting General and after chow, a clase on cammanications escurity followed ty 
govenent to the jump echeel tower for « ereetical exercise with the Pa ter. 


The following ie a breakdom of the aunber of students attending the Juntle 
echeol during the reperting peried. 


sttending Scheo} Corbet wos 
RAR su aus 
apa 599 B >] 
| by Pupeholegical Operations ond Civic tetion 
Operations during the vericd 1 February threuch 30 April 1967 centered 
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a 1 Seig toa 
“RUPCT! Combat Sperations After ction Report 


Oneratione £ft « action Yenert, Mab D, Inel 12,7 and), tn addition, © .-etet feat 
mary Ad classes of wurply ile ferniened ty wonth tn ine ienure s. 


8, Pwrearne) and tteinist ration 


®.  Rervonne), 


{1} Brigade “asnalttes: Nan-Pettle “amalt tee 


tA WTA OTA prED TAIT 
Pobreary, ze 0 ; nu 
Maren bh 8 oo 1 ’ 
“fed + + 
a (2) Retgede Strength 
" aUTHORT ZF ISSUED 1 FER ASRIGIED 99 APR 
or WM KG OF wm mM OPO Om 
_ haqn Dette 242 —YOEA ALA -262 40 AAS TSS. Mh HH AID» ASR 
P/itteched 15 2 7 99 15 2 Me 10 17 0 91 IM 
257 40 AOL ABLL «277 -AL-AS3?— NSS 262-96 AIO? 4490 


hagrenate 
se GATES AND LOSSES PY WoweH 


PEPMART Waren APRIL 
a 


Orr 

2/ Geis = 2 2 2 90 «159 622 7 SOS 

Yleacce «8615 Yh ZH IHR 

Mot ee ok ee ee ee en ee es) 
‘Daring the reported period, the attached unit streneth of the Aricede increased, 
inevease was the reoult of the attachment ef the aéth PX (Public tnfernaticn) 

Detectment to the Brigade. 

2/ Sewresents al) ancigned caine to incleds beth Lmceuntry and ext-coumtry aim. 


Y/ Rowrevente all assizned Lecese to include ERS, ETS, in-country reaseizment, 


». DistipLines Lee snd nter 


(1) During the peried 1 Petruary o 30 April 1967, the discipline her 
ween emeelient, There were ne stragglers. 
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gran : Bdaty se 
“TR IRCT! werational Yeecrt Lessor leaned 

; [2% here ware ? “enerel “surt Nagtlale, U2 Speelal Crt Mart tae 
ard 2 Samery Court Wartials during t-e resertiog vertiat, In etitio, ‘ese were 
Vd article 15's, ; 


we en lle ole ER Ee mila i le IE et 


@, Develcgment ant Methtanece —% Morale? 


i (1) Te state of eeraie within the Privede repaine ereellert rem‘ ire 6 : 
t from lmrroved services and facilities. at 


(2) Finance: The Arigade F.nance Section cmt timed te arcvide wte 
etandirg financi«l eurwert throughout the resorting poring, 


17) Ghaptatn: farting the resorting swriod, there ewre 471 relisions 
services conducted (all falths with « total attendance of ~3,%1), 


‘ (4) IneConnt ry and Cut ofCountry P & Re far the warter were ef ' »p 
: follewe: : 
Feroare were are =. ; “3 

Funa *e a2 Vure Tan 4S Tune “oe 4S 

{ TneCount ry ) ClneContre} - { Lael card» 7 

Rangtet *)  fanekok 7S Renakok #0 . 
( 

Hewalt #2 Yawalil Le FOt 30 i 


Here ong Tl Here fone S00 torn ‘one 60 
Ruale lumeur = “nals omer 15 ‘uala Leeur 15 


Manilia 1S Manille 10 Wanille 2 
‘ Porane 7 Penane 20 Penne 3 » @ 
Singapore =«YS— Singetore = 10s Sinmempre = 90 
Taipei G2 Taipei. 6$ «Taleet bans 
Tokye AG, Tokyo 3, “oxve Fa 


‘ TOTAL are as uss » 


(5) wearde and Decorations: There vere a total ef 1,°¢7 ewarde 
eiven for valer and e-ritorieus services ducing Petreary, March and feril, 0 Sreake 
dam of whieh felleve: 


~ AND DRCCR AP TOES 
Ferarra' waren = areT. 
4 Olet ingwiehed Service Crees Ee T » 
Silver Star a 6 ? 
Legion of Rerit 2 ry u 
Distinweished Flying Crese . i 1 
Brense Rar Modal (Valer) ” 5] 136 
Prense Star Medal (Werit/heP iewennnt )° 12 1 173 
r ) 
7 ‘ 
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ATP W*e ; i July 1°47 
THT: Werational Renert Lessons Learned : 


Alp Medal (Talore) , 10 19 


Air Medal (“ervice) a ria) ‘he 
Soldier's Madge) : t 5 1 
fray Commendation Neal (Valor) wet 4 a 
Purple Heart 2 QL: ®) 
ar rT 


9. Chenical reps! tone' The Sist Chemical Detecheent erevided readily 
available cheaies] tueeect on standby whenever repested ry elements of the 
Priaate. 


‘tT | peiner's Chservat ions and Recameviat tone i pa en 
1. Cheervat tons (Leegone ‘earned ) Ce oe 


Throughout thie quarter, several lessons were learned to further eid in 
the overall counterinsurcency effort in VIPTNM, the wret elanificant of t*ese 
follows. Additionally, Cueration JUWCTION CITY ALTPRYIT™, the first earachute e 
assault iq VIETNAM, produced several new and unique techniques, These aspear : 4 
in paragrech 19 of the etteched After Action Report and in Tab D ef the sane’ f : a 


Ttem: Use of Light Oresmic Fires and Tlweination to Aid Unite in 
Wight Navigation ; 


Diseussion: On 3 Aewil 1967, Comneny 4/1/5034 Infartry wae dienatehed to 
conduct © lineup with the Recon Platoon that wae in contact with the Viet Cone. ® 
The canpary moved fram the battalion verimster at 1925 houre end canvleted the 
lirkup at O40450% April, ; ; 


Cheervation: Licht orgente fire was ened to assist the unit in keeping 
on their esiguth while meving by firing their flanbs, croviding a continous refee 
rence point to move by, Additionally, ferther navivational assistance wae provided 
by the initial isaition of illuminstiay rounds in the vicinity of the linkup coin’, 


Zyomt Uetedliohing an Ambush Site » ©@ 


: When establishing en anvash, a scsendary iil) sont withia the 
amtush site, tien to the primary kill eens shaeld be eetebdlished, 


Qheervation: The reesan for the acticn eited abeve is that the ve often 
try probing an mmtush site. If an ambush .« suecected in a eoneral location, the 
Viet Cong will often try to weve parallel te the location within aporarinately 100 « 
150 meters, A secendery killing sone on either the flank or rear allows for s , 
ereater voseibility ef trasping the VC within. ‘ , 


Tye: Uso of Firefly Teme 
Me fon: When the tactical situation veraite, a firefiv team consisq~ 


loser security foresee by winch te a domed Medewne helicopter. ry 
us ‘ 
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AVARASC 1 daly 197 
SURSETT: Ceeretional Report Lassors Learned 4 . 


Theervatton: Win conducting soch af eprretion, L7 confitione are very 
difficult to de‘ereine Gurine the hwure of darkness, Security forces are. elanents 
_ already on the ground in the vicinity of the domed aireraft and quet escure the 
LZ and inewect the area to insure that it te free of stampe ant cther otetecles 
that could damage or obetruct the rescue Seilcopter from landing. 


Item: tcosstio Telescopes 


Dlecussion: Sis Acaustic Telescopes (UML Task 10-P-43) were delivered 
te thie Prizade te Febeuary 1967, One telescone was lemed to each one of our 
three Infantry Pattai.ons, one to Troop %", 17th Cavalry, one to D/1éth arew 
and une was maintained by Camnany “f* Neintenance se @ float. Pach unit iseued 
thie item was reqested to field test it. 


The teste were confucted to determine ite feasibility for wee in aire 
wodile essrch and deetroy patrolling operstione. The evaluation was based on 
e@wrloveent during local patrol Lins operations and Operations BIC SPRING and 
JUNCTION CITY 1 @ If. 


Geervation? ‘Tne present structure of the instrument end secesscrice 
ie auch toe awtward and fragile. The eculnment oroved to be very difficult te 
carry in the dene juwle and water obetacice, Additionally, there wae no com 
tainer to carry the telescoue for its protection. The saintenance sersonnel et 
company and battalion level are not trained sufficiently to maintain reemired 
repairs on the instrument. The primary problem encountered in ssintenance was 
with the wiring circuit, Additionally, the 9 wolt dev coll battery, wich is 
the main source of power, was not svailabie throuwsh supply channels. ‘hen reo 
Placewente vere needed, field expedient methods were used. 


In conelusion, the field test rroved the acoustic telescope to be 
unsetisfectory in ite rresent configuration. An easy carryiw cate should be 


wade for the telescope and it should be reduced in bul’ and meade gore steady 
tor field overations. 


Item: Road Sweeping for Mines 


Discuseion: It has heen croven that deployment of mine detectors ae 
teams for road clearing is the most effective and fastest means, To cleer a sinrles 
lane for traffic the use of three cetectors with two operators cer detector and 
one NCCIC constitutes the scet effective aetnod, Each team sweous a six “oot lane 
with teams in echelon and one foot overlad crovides a fifteen font cleared lane.. 
For a two lane road, an increase in aine detectors to five enables clearave of 
a twenty-five foot traffic way. Exvertence has showm that clearing rates of 1000 
wetere ner hour can be maintained, providing the road is not saturated with shrapnel 
or other etal objects. Rate can de decreased to as little se twe huntred esters 
per hour in areas containing lerve quantities of shrapnel etc. 


Qoaervation: The rate of mine cetector teame is dependant unen the 


deployment of the teane thenselves and t's asourt of extraneous metal encountered 
aloag the route, 


_Jten: Emergency Lending Zone Clearing Toes 
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Discussion” (Qperation JUNCTION CITY [I prowed the need for an Enpinser 


tema with chain sawe to descend and clear en aree for one chopper for Metevec 
or resacply. 


Meereation: Using a ecdified SOP fram the Ist Pneinser Pattelion, the 
17% Rreineer Commany formed bad vracticed witn the emmloyesnt cf enerrency 
Suntle clearing teams. 


Item: lLecetion of Weter Point 


Discustica Rase Camp, Tire Support Rase or Forward CP arene should be 
located in a suund tactical position tnat provides soud communication, In addition 
the advance party should consider e water source within thie nerimeter, This would 
Grovide the snginsere tne capability cf setting ud a water Soint and at the sape 
time aking security of the water point ooveible within the seriaster defense. 


Observaticc: Availabiity of water et forward Rase Canve, CP locetios 


ond Fire Support Hasee greatiy reduces the logistic problem. Recamendstion ie 
mece that future FSB, [P and “ase Camp selections tae into consiasration e water 


' eource. 


Item: Bunker Construction 

Discuseiog: Forward area bunkers constructed with overhead cover should 
have et least three thickneases of sandbags for overhead cover if the sand ie ary 
end at least four thicknessee when wet. (Cverhead cover should act Se sunecrted on 
eendbag walle, If she.ter walle are sandtage, the roof ehould be sunported ty 
tember posts and cap constructioca, 


Qoeervatiecn- If timter or loge aye not available, reinforced cand tag 
walle with metal oickets driven along each side of wall and tied tozether at the 
top with camo wire, Metal pickete ehould be at least 24 inches in seneration. 


Tea: Rovenent of Heavy Equipment im Hostile Areas 

Diseuseion: When relocating Mire Support Bases or Forward CP lecations, 
qrginver tull doss:s have been utilised to close eumpe ete. These tasks should 
be completed priue to scvenent and the dosers should be near the head of the convey. 

Observation’ With this equipment at the head part of the convoy, security - 
ie. provided for the vulnereble vehicles. In addition, if there should be « break 
dam, the equipment ie not unsrotected. 

Trem: Traffic Control and Base Camp Layout During Manecoss 

Diecuseion: During the Nanecon Rains, svecial consideration should be 
paid to the layout of the Brigade Bese Canp to invere acceseability of cupplics 
oe. to etratecic nuinte. 


Qoeervetion: When sonsoon rains cacse roed failure, traffic contre] aust 


be implenented. fn many casee thie calls for the redaction of treffie of all vehicles 


qmcept those essential to cambet unite, If there is a coud surfaced roed in the 
ares, the CP should be arranted to have the *igade Supply Office (FSO) and unit 
Kitehens ss near to the roed as poesible, Administrative areas recuire sininm 
treffic and can be located further avay from wain traffie routes. 
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Treg: Increased Pemalation of the 173d Atm Ade (Sep) Rese Camp 


Discussion: Militery Pelice suspert of the Prigeds on Combet Operat ione 
im addition to Milltary Police eapport in the PIPW HOA Pease Caar Ares ramiree 
that poilce cupport be aumented, however, the present etrength of the 1736 Pte 
is not adequate te handle both jobs effectively, 


CReervation: Consideration ehauld be given te ineressing the mater ef 
allitary police, both officer and enl‘eted wee, aseisned te the 1734 Airberus 
Brigade (Separste) in order to meet the increased police camitaents in the base: 
emp Curing canbat cesratione as the result of edditional enite tenasting vithia 
the Brigade Base Ares, 
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SURECT: Suecly and Cantat Suspert Activitios 
Frervary 
1. Summary of Claes of Sucply 


a. Clase I: Mo critical shortages 


&. Clase IX & IV: The f4i1 of II & TV requisitions resaine qood, havwever, 
short ager, as listed in weekly seriadic laristice reporte ¢o exist. 


c. The Prigede POL lewel was waintatned at or above stectare ob tect ive. 
@, Clase ¥: These items have teen in short eusply dering Pebruary 1%’. 


2, Maintenance: 

a. Coneideratie difficulty was encountered with the 506th Devct et SATION 

in relation to recair parte requisitions for M2 Fire Unite. The resuieitions wre 

being resected at unidentifisle, This creblee wae solved be the Tech Suuply vise 
toon leeder who visited the deust and showed them the serte eansal, Rewisitions 


. are now accented and a few carte have started te cows in for etackare. 


db. Tech Suvly averaged 919 renuisitions a weet fer the month of february. 
Gererally twenty ver cent were pricrity G2, fifteen te seventeen cer cent 05, sixty. 
eer cont were 12 and the mall cercentage reneinian prierity 17, This demenstretes 
that. unite are beeinn'ng te accept the suvely system end de act overly abuse the — 
priority evstes. ; , ; 


WARCH 


1. Sxmary of Clase of Supply 
"a. Clase I: No eritisal shortages. Feriedie discrevancies exist in the 
iesue of ice, ppt 
bd. Clase Il & IV: The £111 of requisitions remine goed, however, shore 
tages as listed in the biementhly PLR do arist, 
@. Class III: The Brigade POL level wee eaintaiand at or above stenkare 
objectives. ; 
4, Clase ¥: The followin: iteus have been in short seuply during March 
1967: ' 


2, : In the last three sonthe, Jansery ~ Marek, Cammamy “D* 
(Haintonenne Tee chorea 106 hendocte Neise/ fer the M/PROGS rede, The 
Brigede hee ewvwwanimately 300 raid can redies on hed. Carrentiy, there are sere 
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l. Summary of Classes of Supply 


a. Clase I: Mo critical shertazee, Periedie discrecaneies exist in the 
feeue of ice, : 


>. Class Il & IV: The fill of IT¢@ Iv requisitions rewsine coed, ‘ovever,: 
shortages af listed tn biweekly periodic lag’ .fe@ revert do exist. 


e, Clase cIT: The Brigade POL Level was maintained at or above etackare 
ob feetives, . 


“ . 4, Clase ¥: The following items have been short in. eucply during April 
7, 


2, Maintenance 
1. Sinse on or about 20 February, chain seus withta the Privade have been 


Geadlined (total of 14) at a rate of avoraxinately 45%, There are three oretable 
causes which contritute most to the ext sting confition, They ere os felleve: 


& Poorly trained ouerators, ‘ 


b. Poor Oreanisational Meintenanse due te ‘ack of training and e 
shortare of technical mammals and parts 


¢. Shortage of Repair Parte, 


4. The sajority of the protles heve been with the starters, marnetse, 
and carturetore, : . 
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